
National Policy 
on Inclusive 
Education In 
Nigeria

Federal Ministry of Educa�on



CONTENT

  National Policy on Inclusive Education In Nigeria 1

2

3

4

6

8

10

12

16

17

11

12

13

16

17

18

18

19

24

24

27

27

27

30

35



FOREWORD
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he Na�onal Policy on Inclusive Educa�on is a prac�cal demonstra�on of government’s Tdesire to equalize educa�onal opportuni�es for all Nigerian children. The Policy also 
aligns with global best prac�ces in the field of Special Needs Educa�on, which 

emphasises that all children be educated together, with modifica�ons to cater for the 
peculiari�es of each learner. The Na�onal Policy on Inclusive Educa�on in Nigeria, therefore an 
all-embracing document (meant for Educa�onist, governments, parents, learners and everyone 
who has interest in the educa�onal development of Nigeria) The principle of inclusive educa�on 
was adopted at the World Conference on Special Needs Educa�on: Access and Quality 
(Salamanca) in 1994 and restated in 2000 at the World Educa�on Forum in Dakar. Hence,  
Nigeria like other countries adopted and inculcated the principle of inclusion in her Na�onal 
Policy on Educa�on. Currently, the Federal Ministry of Educa�on, through the Na�onal Council 
on Educa�on at her 58th, 59th and 60th council mee�ngs, reiterated the need for the 
con�nuous mainstreaming of persons with disabili�es and other vulnerable groups into the 
inclusive educa�on policy programme. This means that all pupils, irrespec�ve of their varying 
abili�es, have equal opportuni�es to learn together.

Nigeria as a country must therefore ensure that every learner, whether with special needs or 
not, be given the right to quality educa�on by pu�ng them in an inclusive school environment 
where they can learn about the societal norms and values and learn how to relate with other 
community members, bearing in mind that a key pillar of educa�on for All is the fundamental 
principle of non-discrimina�on and equality to educa�onal opportuni�es.

I therefore, implore all stakeholders in the educa�on sector in Nigeria including parents to 
ensure that this policy and its implementa�on guidelines is adhered to and implemented to the 
le�er in order to achieve the Inclusive Educa�on target of the Sustainable Development Goals.

Mallam Adamu Adamu
Honourable Minister of Educa�on
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PREFACE

n Nigeria, as well as in other developing countries, government has recognised the Iimportance of Inclusive Educa�on in promo�ng social jus�ce and equity. One major difficulty 
that Nigeria and other countries face is, ensuring that human resource development can 

support these important ini�a�ves. Inclusive educa�on is a reflec�on of a vision of an educa�on 
system that includes all learners caters for a wide diversity in the learner popula�on.

Many policy documents exist in Nigeria in which inclusiveness is implied but are presented as 
separate interven�ons for various groups of learners in a segregated educa�onal system. 
Moreover, the policies do not present a clear explana�on of inclusive educa�on and also do not 
tackle the confusion between special educa�on integra�on and inclusive educa�on. The 
Na�onal Policy on Inclusive Educa�on becomes impera�ve in order to have a holis�c approach, 
with a unified system in which formal, non-formal, segregated and mainstream are harnessed.

The Nigerian Cons�tu�on guarantees the educa�onal rights of all its ci�zens especially children. 
Accordingly, educa�on is a human right and inclusive educa�on gives every child the right and 
opportunity to have access to quality educa�on, irrespec�ve of status or needs. A child-rights 
approach is necessary in addressing the issues of discrimina�on. Inclusive educa�on is therefore 
the panacea for reducing the number of out-of-school children as it a�racts and retains children 
from marginalised and excluded groups. It gets them enrolled and responds flexibly to the 
circumstances and needs of ALL learners, ensuring par�cipa�on of ALL and reducing all types of 
barriers to learning for ALL children.

This policy will address different learners, such as:

«  Learners excluded from or within educa�on
«  Learners  living in the streets
«  Learners involved in child labour
«  Learners from minority cultures and/or religions, including minority languages
«  Learners who are physically and/or psychologically abused
«  Learners growing up in economic and/or cultural poverty
«  Learners with health challenges, including learners affected by HIV or AIDs
«  Learners from families who are addicted to/abusing drugs
«  Learners with temporary learning challenges
«  Learners who have dropped out of school
«  Learners who learn differently, slower or faster, than the average learner
«  Learners with impairments/disabili�es
«  Learners who have been excluded from educa�on due to security problems or an unsafe  
 school environment.
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The implementa�on guidelines of this policy has highlighted various strategies in which this 
policy will be implemented, monitored and sustained. This will help in the realisa�on of the set 
objec�ves of the Inclusive Educa�on in Nigeria.

Architect Sonny S. T. Echono
Permanent Secretary.
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ACRONYMS
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1.0   DEFINITION OF TERMS
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2.0   INTRODUCTION
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3.0   BACKGROUND
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4.0   POLICY FRAMEWORK
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6.0   SUSTAINABILITY PLAN
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1.0   IMPLEMENTATION GUIDELINE
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