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FOREWORD

igeria is a large country whose public health is administered at three levels of 
government. The private sector is a large player in health issues accounting for 
about 70% of all health facilities in the country, Blood transfusion services in N

Nigeria are in the process of evolving from the current limited level of hospital-based, family 
replacement donor service which is unable to meet the demands of the entire country, to a 
functional, centralized service which would be based on blood donations from regular, 
voluntary, low-risk, non-remunerated blood donors, who would be free from transfusion-
transmissible infections with a comprehensive Haemovigilance programme. This is an 
enormous challenge and task.

A National Blood Policy was formally launched in September, 2016 and it is now being 
implemented with the establishment of blood transfusion centres all over the country. While 
recognizing that facilities and resources differ appreciably from one part of the country to 
the other, these operational guidelines represent minimally acceptable performance 
requirements expected of all blood transfusion centres in Nigeria whether at our National 
Blood Service Commission (NBSC) outlets or the hospital blood banks. The 
operationalization of these guidelines would be a major step in achieving the national goal of 
coordination, regulation and ensuring the provision of quality blood, blood products and 
services as well as related matters in line with the national health plan for all those who may 
need it.

This document was originally prepared by the National Technical Committee on Blood 
Transfusion Services with inputs from other experts in 2006. The 2021 Expert Committee on 
National Blood Safety Standards for Blood Establishments reviewed this document as a 
result of dynamic changes in the science.  It provides comprehensive guidelines and 
information to assist clinical, laboratory and other workers involved in the provision of safe 
blood. It is an excellent text designed as reference material which should be made available 
to all workers in this field.  Although this document presently represents the most up-to-date 
material on the subject matter in the country, I advise all relevant health workers to 
continually update themselves in this ever-changing field of blood transfusion practice.

Dr. E. Osagie  Ehanire, MD, FWACS
Honourable Minister Of Health.
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OPERATIONAL GUIDELINES FOR BLOOD TRANSFUSION PRACTICE IN NIGERIA

“BE” means Blood Establishment. It is any structure or body corporate involved in the collection, 
testing and use of blood, blood products, tissue and gametes in human as well as the manufacturing 
of plasma - derived medicinal products; as provided for in Part 6, Section 47-57 of the National 
Health Act 2014. 
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